
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Thursday, 26 October 2006] 

 p7790c-7790c 
Mr Murray Cowper 

 [1] 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA POLICE CADET MEDAL 
Statement by Member for Murray 

MR M.J. COWPER (Murray) [12.58 pm]:  The Commissioner of Police has recently approved the issuing of 
the Western Australia Police Cadet Medal.  When announcing the decision to create the medal, Commissioner 
O’Callaghan said that it was a way of recognising a commitment to the policing profession by members of the 
police force who joined the police as cadets until they could enter the police academy as recruits.  The minimum 
age at which people can join the police academy is 19 years.  Younger applicants can apply to become police 
cadets and work in a non-operational capacity in the policing environment until they become eligible to join the 
academy. 

Many members are aware that a police cadet reunion will be held this weekend.  To commemorate this event, 
114 police cadet medals will be issued to former police cadets.  Members will be pleased to know that Owen 
Leach, who was the longest serving police officer in the history of the WA Police, was a cadet.  He served 
continuously for 45 years.  Owen was one of Western Australia’s greatest Commissioners of Police and only 
recently passed away.  It will be hard to beat that record.  One of the 114 recipients of the police cadet medals 
will be Mr Lionel Hull, who will receive his medal for being the oldest living person to have served as a cadet in 
the history of the WA Police.  The current Commissioner of Police, Karl O’Callaghan, will also receive a medal 
because he too was a cadet.  Some 500 police cadets have served in the police force over the past 70 years.  Most 
of them were aged between 16 and 19 years.  I am very proud to say that I was also a cadet. 

Sitting suspended from 1.00 to 2.00 pm 
 


